
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT I THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK I ALBANY, NY 12234

OFFICE OF THE STATE BOARD FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY, 89 Washington Avenue, ALBANY, NY 12234-1000
Tel. (518) 474-3817 Ext. 180 Fax (518) 402·5944 E-mail: ptbd@mail.nysed.gov

May 6, 2006

Ms. Leslie J. Wood
Executive Director
New York Physical Therapy Association
5 Palisades Drive, Suite 330
Albany, NY 12205-1470

Dear Leslie:

. I am responding to your recent letter concerningselectromyography and nerve conduction!
velocity testing.

The definition of physical therapy is provided in Section 6731 of Article 136 of the
Education Law and states:

Physical therapy is defined as:

a. The evaluation, treatment or prevention of disability, lnjury, disease, or other
condition of health using physical, chemical, and mechanical means including, but not
limited to heat, cold, light, air, water, sound, electricity, massage, mobilization, and
therapeutic exercise with or without assistive devices, and the performance and
interpretation of tests and measurements to assess pathophysiological, pathomechanical,
and developmental deficits of human systems to determine treatment, and assist in diagnosis
and prognosis.

b. The use of roentgen rays or radium, or the use of electricity for surgical purposes
such as cauterization shall not be included in the practice of physical therapy.

c; Such treatment shall be rendered pursuant to a referral which may be directive as to
treatment by a licensed physician, dentist, podiatrist or nurse practitioner and in
accordance with their diagnosis.

As early as June 15, 1973, counsel for the Department determined that electromyography
comes within the scope of practice of a properly trained physical therapist. This opinion was
reaffirmed in 1980 by former Assistance Commissioner Abbott; in 1981 by William Sippel, fanner
Executive Secretary to the State Board for Physical Therapy; in 1997 by Thomas J. Monahan,
Executive Secretary to the State Board for Medicine; and in 2000 by Barbara Zittel, Executive
Secretary to the State Board for Physical Therapy.



Physical therapists have been performing electrodiagnostic testing involving the use of
needles (invasive-needle EMG) and studies in which electrodes are simply taped to the skin for
over 30 years. The curricula of all physical therapy programs contain content in administering and
interpreting EMGs. While the statute clearly allows physical therapists to interpret tests and
document interpretations, it is the ultimate responsibility of the referring practitioner to determine
an appropriate medical diagnosis.

In any activity that is performed by a licensee, it is important to remember that Regents
Rule 29.1 (b )(9) states that it is unprofessional conduct for a licensee to perform responsibilities
when the licensee lacks the competence to perform those tasks. Therefore, it is not merely enough
for a licensee to be trained and educated to perform a task, he or she must be competent in the
execution of the task.

Ihope that this response has answered your questions. If you need additional information,
please feel free to contact me.
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